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me, and I love him dearly; but it Is a pity to see
his weakness for Mme Du Barry who is the stupidest
and most impertinent creature imaginable. She
played with us at Marly every evening; twice she
happened to be beside me, but she did not speak
to me, and I naturally did not attempt to begin
a conversation with her; still, when I had to, I
spoke to her. My dear husband has changed a lot,
and it is much to his advantage. He shows a
great affection for me, and is even beginning to
give me some confidence."

Till Louis XV's death Marie-Antoinette's atti-
tude scarcely changed; she loved the king sincerely
and showed it time and again; she realized her
husband's merits, and felt a violent repulsion
towards Mme Du Barry, which she found it
difficult to suppress, in spite of the advice and
counsel of her mother who preached patience,
tact, kindness and gentleness. She had scarcely
been installed at Versailles before she made friends
and enemies; for she held a place where every
gesture she made and every word she spoke was
commented on and often distorted.

Louis XV admired her fresh beauty and her
vivacity and charm; he seems however to have
discerned her faults and suffered at her suspicion
and hostility towards the Cotntesse Du Barry,
Besides, no real intimacy existed between the king
and the Dauphin; their characters were entirely
different and had no point of contact; they professed
theories that were diametrically opposite.

Devout, hard-working and full of virtue and